
I wonder / Me pregunto 
educator Notes 

Activity Overview:
     Experiencing wonder fosters curiosity in students and has a powerful impact on learning by 
     encouraging them to ask insightful questions and seek answers that lead to new knowledge. In this 
     activity, students watch short topic-specifc videos to explore questions such as, I wonder...What is an 
      adaptation? What does it mean to be endangered? What is a mammal? How do scientists study birds?  
     Students wonder and explore Smithsonian’s National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute to 
     investigate these questions and discover answers through observation and inquiry. These videos are 
     available in English called I Wonder, and in Spanish called Me Pregunto. 

Learning Objectives and Outcomes: 
      In this activity, students will explore foundational science concepts through connections to animals, 
      real-world examples and inquiry-based questions while discovering ways they can support 
      wildlife conservation. 

After completing this activity, students will be better able to: 
•  Form their own inquiry-based questions about science, wildlife behavior and the environment based 

on their observations. 
•  Identify scientifc concepts by connecting them to specifc animal examples. 
•  Recall practical, everyday actions they can take to protect animals and habitats. 

Grade Level(s):
      Kindergarten through 5th grade  

Education Standards:
      Supports NGSS K-LS1-1, K-ESS2-2, K-ESS3-1, K-ESS3-3, K-2-ETS1-1, K-2-ETS1-2, 1-LS1-1, 1-LS1-2, 1-LS3-1, 
      2-LS2-1, 2-LS2-2, 2-LS4-1, 2-ESS2-2, 2-PS1-2, 3-LS1-, 3-LS3-1, 3-LS3-2, 3-LS4-3, 3-LS4-4, 3-5-ETS1-2, 
      4-LS1-1, 5-LS2-1, 5-PS3-1, 5-ESS3-1, MS-LS2-1, MS-LS2-4, MS-ESS3-3, MS-LS1-4, MS-LS1-5, MS-LS2-A 

Instructions:
       Select and watch the I Wonder or Me Pregunto videos that best support your lesson plan or students’ 
       interest. This activity can be used on its own, integrated into your curriculum or serve as an 
       introduction to a Conservation Classroom lesson. Explore Conservation Classroom, a collection of free
       monthly lessons with videos, activities and virtual programs, on our website: 
       https://nationalzoo.si.edu/education/school-programs  

Extensions: 
To take this learning further, students can: 

•  Engage in a live, virtual Conservation Classroom program about the I Wonder or Me Pregunto topic.   
•  Complete Conservation Classroom’s activity sheets based on the I Wonder or Me Pregunto video. 
•  Watch a Career Connections video to learn about Smithsonian careers that relate to the I Wonder or 

Me Pregunto subject. 
•  Pick an I Wonder or Me Pregunto video to do research on and write a report. Share information about 

the animals mentioned in the video, conservation actions they can do in their neighborhood and 
       further explore a scientifc concept. Then, they can create a presentation to share with their 
       classmates, friends or family. 

https://nationalzoo.si.edu/education/school-programs


I wonder / Me pregunto 
playlists & Topics 

Exlore our  I Wonder playlist:  
https://s.si.edu/i-wonder 

Topics include: 
•  What is a habitat? 
•  What is an adaptation? 
•  What is conservation? 
•  What is a mammal? 
•  What is a reptile? 
•  What is an amphibian? 
•  Are animals engineers? 
•  What is migration? 
•  How do scientists study birds? 
•  How do scientists study poop? 
•  Do animals go to the doctor? 
•  What are the layers of the rainforest? 
•  What does it mean to be endangered? 
•  How are aquatic mammals so good at 

       living in and around water? 

Explore our Me Pregunto playlist: 
https://s.si.edu/me-pregunto 

Topics include: 
•  ¿Qué es un hábitat? 
•  ¿Que es una adaptación? 
•  ¿Que es la conservación? 
•  ¿Qué es un mamífero? 
•  ¿Qué es un anfbio? 
•  ¿Los animales son ingenieros? 
•  ¿Que es la migración? 
•  ¿Cómo estudian los científcos a los pájaros? 
•  ¿Por qué los científcos estudian la caca? 
•  ¿Cómo van al médico los animales del zoológico? 
•  ¿Cuáles son las capas de una selva tropical? 
•  ¿Qué signifca que un animal está en peligro 

         de extinción? 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9S_88he0gqreJhDGEDcfshoElIlPjRXr
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9S_88he0gqrqmPi-g9ae-CSA7POJgEg4



