
     

Career connections / Conexión de Carreras 
educator Notes 

Activity Overview:
     Career awareness helps students connect their learning to real-world opportunities, explore 
     possibilities that are open to them and shape how they see themselves and their futures. In this activity, 
     students watch short videos about careers at the Smithsonian’s National Zoo and Conservation 
     Biology Institute, including animal keepers, veterinarians, educators and web developers. These videos 
     are available in English called Career Connections, and a select few in Spanish called Conexión de Carreras. 

Learning Objectives and Outcomes: 
     In this activity, students will explore the diversity of careers within the Smithsonian’s National Zoo and 
     Conservation Biology Institute to spark curiosity and build foundational awareness of careers in 
     wildlife conservation.  

After completing this activity, students will be better able to: 
•  Identify a wide range of careers found in zoos and conservation research. 
•  Refect on their skills and personal strengths to explore how they relate to zoo careers. 
•  Describe ways they can turn their interest in animals and wildlife into personal career paths. 

Grade Level(s): 
Kindergarten through 8th grade  

Education Standards:
      Supports NGSS K-LS1-1, K-ESS2-2, K-ESS3-1, K-ESS3-3, K-2-ETS1-1, K-2-ETS1-2, 1-LS1-1, 1-LS1-2, 1-LS3-1, 
      2-LS2-1, 2-LS2-2, 2-LS4-1, 2-ESS2-2, 2-PS1-2, 3-LS1-, 3-LS3-1, 3-LS3-2, 3-LS4-3, 3-LS4-4, 3-5-ETS1-2, 
      4-LS1-1, 5-LS2-1, 5-PS3-1, 5-ESS3-1, MS-LS2-1, MS-LS2-4, MS-ESS3-3, MS-LS1-4, MS-LS1-5, MS-LS2-A 

Instructions:
     Select and watch Career Connections and Conexión de Carreras  videos that best correlate with your 
     lesson plan or students’ interest. This activity can be used on its own, integrated into your curriculum 
     or as an extension to a Conservation Classroom lesson. Explore Conservation Classroom, a collection 
     of free monthly lessons with videos, activities and virtual programs, on our website: 
     https://nationalzoo.si.edu/education/school-programs  

Extensions: 
To take this learning further, students can: 

•  Engage in a live, virtual Conservation Classroom program related to the Career Connections or 
       Conexión de Carreras videos. 

•  Create a list of passions, skills and interests they have to help determine a career path that best 
suits them. 

•  Research their career of choice and write a report. They can highlight the career’s required skills, type of 
schooling that is needed, average salary, day-to-day tasks and how it contributes to conservation. Then, 
they can practice their public speaking skills by presenting their reports to the class. 

•  Explore internships, apprenticeships and volunteer opportunities to gain experience in a career of            
their interest. 

https://nationalzoo.si.edu/education/school-programs


                                                                                

Career connections / Conexión de Carreras 
playlists & Topics 

Explore our Career Connections playlist: 
https://s.si.edu/career-connections 

Careers include:                         

•  Amazonia Animal Keeper 
•  Animal Keeper - Amphibian Care 
•  Animal Keeper - Enrichment 
•  Animal Keeper - Training Reptiles 
•  Aquatic Life Support Systems Operator 
•  Clinical Nutrition 
•  Conservation Biologist 
•  Curator 
•  Horticulturist 
•  Laboratory Technician 
•  Landscape Architect 
•  Microbiologist 
•  Migratory Bird Scientist 
•  Population Ecologist 
•  Registrar 
•  Research Ecologist 
•  Research Technician 

•  Veterinary Hospital 
Manager 

•  Veterinary Medicine 
•  Veterinary Pathologist
•  Web Developer 
•  Zoo Educator 

 

Explore our Conexión de Carreras playlist: 
https://s.si.edu/conexion-carreras 

Careers include: 
•  Gestión de la Población 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9S_88he0gqr48qBObTM7jKy5tMo6fmBw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9S_88he0gqrQ14WmyeytD-1dw5c0AgI_



