
        

habitats at the National zoo 
educator Notes 

Activity Overview:
     A habitat is a place where an animal or plant lives and has all the basic needs to survive like food, shelter, 
     space, water and air. Habitats come in diferent shapes and sizes ranging from humid rainforests to freezing
     tundras. At the Smithsonian’s National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute, animal exhibits are specially 
     designed to meet basic needs by replicating natural habitats. In this activity, students will visit the Zoo to
     observe and draw animals in their habitats, record their observations and search for habitat features on 
     a bingo card.  

Learning Objectives and Outcomes: 
      In this activity, students will develop their observation skills by closely watching animals in their habitats and 
      pointing out environmental features that provide them with their basic needs. 

After completing this activity, students will be better able to: 
•  Name animals that live in specifc habitats.  
•  Draw and record animal observations. 
•  Identify basic needs that are found in habitats such as food, water, air, shelter and space.  

Grade Level(s):
      Kindergarten through 5th grade 

Education Standards:
      Supports NGSS K-LS1-1, 1-LS3-1, 2-LS4-1, 3-LS4-3 

Instructions:
      Using Habitats at the National Zoo, have your students fnd and name animals that live in a rainforest, river or 
      ocean and desert. Then, choose an animal to observe. Draw the animal in its habitat, including things that   
      meet its basic needs. In Habitat Bingo, have your students search for and cross out items on the habitat bingo 
      card. Then, have them write down their favorite animal, its habitat and what they will do to help it live a 
      long and healthy life in the wild.  

Extensions: 
To take this learning further, students can: 

•  Present their observations and drawings to the class, their friends and family. 
•  Write a feld journal entry describing the animal they saw at the Zoo and what kind of habitat it lives in. 
•  Make an environmental pledge stating what they’re going to do to help their chosen animal live a long and 

healthy life in the wild. 



Habitats At the National Zoo
A habitat is a place where a living thing, such as a plant or animal, makes its home. 

As you explore the Zoo, observe animals and the habitats they call home.

SAMPLE ACTIVITY

Find 3 animals that 

live in a rainforest:

1.

Find 3 animals that 

live in a river or ocean:

1._

Find 3 animals that 

live in a desert:

______________Sloth _______

2._____________________

3._____________________Poison dart frog

____________________

2._____________________

3._____________________

1._____________________

2._____________________

3._____________________

Golden lion tamarin

California sea lion

Arapaima

Fly river turtle

Sand cat

Gila monster

Fennec fox

Choose any animal and observe their habitat.

The animal I’m observing is: _____________________Southern cassowary _________________________________

The habitat they live in is: __________________________________________Coastal lowland rainforest and grasslands ______________

Draw the animal and their habitat below. 

Remember to include the basic needs you see like food, water, air and shelter. 



Zoo Habitat Bingo
As you explore the Zoo, see how many boxes below you can find. 

Cross them out as you find them. For an extra challenge, try to find them all!

SAMPLE ACTIVITY

I spy a habitat that has...

Rocks An animal swimming Trees Fruit to eat Sand

An animal sleeping

 ____________Gray seal _____________________________________________.

The habitat they live in is called the __________Ocean___________________________________________________.

To help this animal live a long and healthy life in the wild I will  _ __

 __________________________________________neighborhood so that it doesn’ t pollute the ocean. ________________________________________________.

Logs Water to drink Shelter An animal playing

A cave Dirt An animal climbing Plants Air to breathe

An animal 
making noise A toy to play with Bugs to eat

More than 
one animal An animal hiding

Grass An animal eating
A hole 

to hide in
A zookeeper 

feeding an animal Meat to eat

pick up tr____________________________________ash near the waterways in my 

My favorite animal I saw at the Zoo was 
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Find 3 animals that 
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_____________________

2._____________________

3._____________________

._____________________

2._____________________

3._____________________

1._____________________

2._____________________

3._____________________

Choose any animal and observe their habitat.

The animal I’m observing is: ______________________________________________________

The habitat they live in is: ________________________________________________________
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Zoo Habitat Bingo
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I spy a habitat that has...

  _________________________________________________________.

 _____________________________________________________________.

  _______________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________________.

Rocks An animal swimming Trees Fruit to eat Sand

An animal sleeping Logs Water to drink Shelter An animal playing

A cave Dirt An animal climbing Plants Air to breathe

An animal 
making noise A toy to play with Bugs to eat

More than 
one animal An animal hiding

Grass An animal eating
A hole 

to hide in
A zookeeper 

feeding an animal Meat to eat

My favorite animal I saw at the Zoo was

The habitat they live in is called the

To help this animal live a long and healthy life in the wild I will




