Visiting the Zoo’s
Gibbon Ridge

National Zoo Social Narrative: Primates at Gibbon Ridge
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There are many animals to visit at the Zoo.
Today, | am going to visit the primates at Gibbon Ridge.
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There is a path that leads to Gibbon Ridge.
Gibbons and siamangs, two types of apes, live here.
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White-cheeked gibbons
live at Gibbon Ridge.
Adult males are black with
white cheeks. Adult
females are mostly blond
in color. | may hear them
make very loud sounds
that sound like a siren.
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Siamangs live at Gibbon Ridge. The males and females are black
and look alike. | may hear the siamangs make loud sounds. | may
see their throats extend, kind of like a bullfrog, when they call.
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| may see trees, ropes
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| may see hammocks and platforms. The gibbons and siamangs
like to sleep there. There are many places for the primates to
hide. | may not see them when | visit Gibbon Ridge.
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| may see many different kinds of toys in the exhibits.
These items and others help to keep the primates active.
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| may see large
exhibits and other
people looking at
the apes. | can sit
on a bench if | want
to take a break.
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Built for Life Above

As much as you might enjoy climbing trees and
picking fruit high above, you’re not built for life in
the trees. But, gibbons are! Long arms and hands
and special muscles and joints all make tree-living
natural for these apes.

Swinging through
the Trees
Gibbons use a process called
brachiation (bray-kee-a-shun) to
swing through the trees. With long
fingers grasping branches as they
go, gibbons rotate their shoulders
and move their powerful arms one
after the other to quickly move
through the tree canopy.

| may see signs that tell me about the apes. | can touch the
objects on the signs if | want to. This sign tells how gibbons
use their long hands and arms to swing through trees.
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Put Your Arms
in the Air...

Look in the mirror and ses if
you van walk like a gibbon,

| may see a large sign
with a mirror that |
can stand in front of
to see myself. | can
put my hands in the
air and pretend to

walk like the siamang

on the sign.
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Gibbons Call...

the '

i (from two miles away)

5

3ir ‘ :

space 4 ° Hear a distant family of an last
of | . white-cheeked gibbons. 3

30 min

Ol courtasy of Thomas Gaissmann (www.gbons.

Hear a distant family of
siamangs.

Cal courtesy of Dr. Dennis O'Ned

| may see a sign that has buttons to push. | can push the buttons
to hear the calls of white-cheeked gibbons and siamangs.



w

Q&7
[
-

M

SMITHSONIAN’S NATIONAL ZOO
& CONSERVATION BIOLOGY INSTITUTE

W

White-cheeked gibbons and siamangs live at Gibbon Ridge.
| may see other kinds of primates in different areas at the Zoo.





